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1 USA at the IRB Under 19 Championship 
Having secured a top six final placement in Pool B, the USA played off for 5th 
place against Korea.  The result of another thrilling match, in which the USA 
did themselves and NAWIRA proud, was a 22-22 tie, decided in favour of 
Korea by a tiebreaker using kicks. 
 
Once again, congratulations go to the USA for a best ever showing on the 
U19 world stage. 

 
2 Coaching the Scrum 

Notes taken by Lee Smith at a presentation by Denis Brown 
 
1. Because there are fewer scrums and the number of phases plus the time 

teams are able to retain possession are greater, the winning of the ball 
from the scrum is so much more important.  As a result the importance of 
scrumming has increased. 

2. In addition statistics show that more tries are scored from set pieces. This 
is not surprising because from phase play defences become “stacked” and 
the opportunity to score from each successive phase diminishes. 

3. As a result it is first things first.  Win the ball by concentrating on winning it 
and not compromising the quality of possession by worrying about what is 
happening next. 

4. To heighten the back and middle row’s appreciation of their importance at 
the scrum there are times when you would practice scrimmaging by 
emphasising their role first i.e. practicing in reverse. 

5. The scrum is a forward effort and no individual should compromise its 
effectiveness by having individual contest with the opposition. 

6. The length of the scrum session depends on it solving its deficiencies 
based on a checklist of weaknesses. 

7. Increasingly scrum practice is progressing from 1V1 to 2V2 to 3V3 to tight 
head side against loose head side.  This progression prior to full 
scrumming allows problems to be solved without the impact of a full 
scrum. 

8. Power is generated by pushing position more than the tightness of the 
grip.  It is good practice to practice without binding so that body position is 
emphasised and the grips become a bonus. 
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3 IRB web site traffic 
At the recent IRB General Assembly, the Member Unions received a 
presentation on the IRB web sites, and the exponential growth in “hits” they 
are currently receiving.  Here are the stats, which I found very interesting. 
 
By country/region, since June 2004: 

 
GREAT BRITAIN       21,144,272 
UNITED STATES       13,761,512 
UNDETECTED        10,662,566 
AUSTRALIA        7,157,618 
HONG KONG        4,560,474 
NEW ZEALAND        3,389,032 
IRELAND         3,118,479 
JAPAN         3,096,963 
FRANCE         2,854,195 
CANADA         2,788,897 
EUROPEAN UNION       2,501,697 
ITALY         1,917,459 
URUGUAY        1,724,476 
SPAIN         1,373,544 
ARGENTINA        1,290,457 
PORTUGAL        1,270,444 
SOUTH AFRICA        1,071,685 
GERMANY        1,067,334 
NETHERLANDS        929,734 
FIJI         804,475 
SINGAPORE        739,844 
BELGIUM        661,068 
KOREA, REPUBLIC OF      579,917 
SWITZERLAND        497,411 
MALAYSIA        479,681 
BRAZIL         445,107 
TAIWAN, PROVINCE OF CHINA     425,721 
SWEDEN         422,037 
CHINA         355,922 
CHILE         354,040 
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES      251,860 
KENYA         241,703  
RUSSIAN FEDERATION      235,836 
THAILAND        216,113 
DENMARK        215,213 
ISRAEL         186,545 
GEORGIA        182,826 
ROMANIA        174,851 
AUSTRIA         156,175 
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POLAND         156,129 
INDIA         142,674 
SRI LANKA        141,779 
NORWAY        133,710 
MEXICO         128,564 
FINLAND         125,544 
VENEZUELA        121,706 
IRAN, ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF     114,029 
MOROCCO        112,132 
GREECE         111,891 
SAMOA         98,370 
CZECH REPUBLIC       94,159 
LITHUANIA        73,646 
HUNGARY        70,381 
COLOMBIA        67,947 
PAKISTAN        66,705 
LATVIA         62,315 
PHILIPPINES        62,109 
TUNISIA         56,483 
PERU         56,132 
INDONESIA        55,723 
ANDORRA        55,457 
UGANDA         51,957 
MALTA         50,774 
SERBIA AND MONTENEGRO     49,498 
CROATIA         40,259 
LUXEMBOURG        38,934 
UKRAINE         35,471 
MACAU         34,692 
BERMUDA        32,715 
TURKEY         31,403 
TONGA         30,214 
SLOVENIA        29,867 
ANTARCTICA        29,199 
EGYPT         28,995 
COOK ISLANDS       28,213 
SAUDI ARABIA        28,187 
CYPRUS         27,699 
QATAR         27,106 
NEPAL         27,077 
AMERICAN SAMOA       25,257 
VANUATU        24,913 
GHANA         24,028 
NAMIBIA         23,348 
PARAGUAY        23,293 
NIGERIA         21,875 
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VIET NAM        21,828 
BULGARIA        20,983 
GUAM         20,455 
KUWAIT         19,886 
ZIMBABWE        19,449 
NEW CALEDONIA       18,276 
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOWINA     17,795 
TANZANIA, UNITED REPUBLIC OF     17,609 
BAHRAIN         15,722 
MOLDOVA, REPUBLIC OF      15,127 
BARBADOS        12,849 
SLOVAKIA        12,595 
OMAN         12,039 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA       11,896 
BRUNEI DARUSSALAM      11,864 
MAURITIUS        11,492 
MAURITANIA        11,051 
SENEGAL        10,674 
SOLOMON ISLANDS       10,465 
COSTA RICA        10,417 
ZAMBIA         10,350 
FRENCH POLYNESIA       9,882 
BELIZE         9,545 
JAMAICA         9,133 
ALGERIA         9,028 
REUNION        9,022 
JORDAN         8,952 
GIBRALTAR        8,612 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC      8,244 
LEBANON        8,242 
BOTSWANA        7,620 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO      7,467 
MONACO        7,347 
ECUADOR        6,623 
AZERBAIJAN        6,488 
BELARUS        6,339 
KAZAKSTAN        6,243 
GUYANA         5,930 
MACEDONIA, THE FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF 5,853 
CAMBODIA        5,799 
BANGLADESH        5,263 
BAHAMAS        4,892 
ESTONIA         4,780 
MADAGASCAR        4,178 
BOLIVIA         4,094 
LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC    4,035 
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SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC      3,939 
PUERTO RICO        3,736 
SUDAN         3,674 
CAYMAN ISLANDS       3,657 
MONGOLIA        3,352 
COTE D'IVOIRE        3,149 
MOZAMBIQUE        3,082 
TOGO         3,013 
SAINT LUCIA        2,797 
VIRGIN ISLANDS, BRITISH      2,766 
MALDIVES        2,707 
BURUNDI        2,580 
GUATEMALA        2,264 
MYANMAR        2,194 
SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES    2,131 
BENIN         1,998 
ICELAND         1,895 
VIRGIN ISLANDS, U.S.      1,796 
UZBEKISTAN        1,680 
NETHERLANDS ANTILLES      1,609 
LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA      1,597 
ARMENIA        1,581 
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS     1,373 
PANAMA         1,268 
SWAZILAND        1,266 
HONDURAS        1,127 
IRAQ         1,104 
ANGOLA         1,086 
BURKINA FASO        1,020 
PALAU         1,006 
FAROE ISLANDS       1,005 
MALI         998 
FRENCH GUIANA       964 
ETHIOPIA        957 
GUADELOUPE        923 
LIECHTENSTEIN       837 
ALBANIA         750 
SAN MARINO        740 
CAMEROON        679 
CUBA         653 
NICARAGUA        575 
EL SALVADOR        533 
KYRGYZSTAN        435 
CAPE VERDE        430 
BHUTAN         308 
ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA      296 
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NIGER         294 
TUVALU         277 
FALKLAND ISLANDS (MALVINAS)     225 
EAST TIMOR        223 
YEMEN         180 
MARTINIQUE        175 
DOMINICA        173 
HOLY SEE (VATICAN CITY STATE)     157 
ARUBA         113 
GABON         97 
SOMALIA         84 
TURKMENISTAN       83 
RWANDA         68 
TAJIKISTAN        66 
SAINT KITTS AND NEVIS      65 
MALAWI         64 
GAMBIA         63 
MICRONESIA, FEDERATED STATES OF    58 
SEYCHELLES        52 
PALESTINIAN TERRITORY, OCCUPIED    42 
CONGO         37 
EQUATORIAL GUINEA      33 
BRITISH INDIAN OCEAN TERRITORY    22 
GRENADA        14 
AFGHANISTAN        7 
GUINEA         4 
ERITREA         3 
TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS     1 

 
 
 

Best wishes to all, 
 

 
Tom Jones 
Regional Development Manager 


