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1 NAWIRA Annual General Meeting
Held at Ft. Lauderdale on May 21%, the agenda included:
A review by outgoing President Mr. Neal Brendel
Finances
A report on NAWIRA's representation at the IRB Council
Tournaments schedule
Communication with Member Unions
Governance
IRB Trust Grant subsidies
Election of the at-large member of the Executive Committee

Mr. Niall Brooks, NAWIRA'’s Development Planning Officer, will send minutes
to Member Unions.

The General Meeting was positive and progressive, and a testament to a
maturing organisation. The participants are to be congratulated on the
progress that is clearly being made by Unions across the region, and
collectively.

The office of President passed, according to convention (every two years), to
another of the Full Members of the Executive - on this occasion, to the
representative of the West Indies Rugby Union, and its President, Mr. Sydney
Coleman.

Mr. Brian Lewis was elected unanimously as the at-large member of the
Executive. This has been a remarkable spell for Brian, having in April been
elected unopposed as the Honorary Secretary General of the Trinidad and
Tobago Olympic Committee.

The attendees thanked Mr. Neal Brendel for his efforts as President, and for
his role in the advances made in the region.

A West Indies Rugby Union General Meeting was held the previous day.
Minutes to follow from WIRU Secretary Ms. Lisa Williams.
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2005 IRB Super Cup

Extracts from the articles by Chris Thau on the IRB web site

Host nation Japan will face Canada in the final of the 2005 IRB Super Cup
after two tightly fought encounters on day one (yesterday 25" May).

Canada were the first to book their berth for the final at Prince Chichibu
Stadium in Tokyo when they beat a committed US Eagles side 30-26, before
Japan defeated a vigorous and dynamic Romania 23-16 in the National
Stadium’s second match of the day to secure a repeat of last year's final.

A strong Canadian team beat arch-rivals the US Eagles 30-26 to book their
berth for Sunday's final at the Prince Chichibu Stadium in Tokyo.

The Canadians, featuring three newcomers in the starting line-up - including
Luke Tait and David Ramsay at lock forward and Aaron Carpenter at number
8 - twice came from behind to narrowly defeat their rivals and neighbours.
Canada'’s third try, scored in injury time by reserve flanker Aaron Abrams,
came at the end of a dynamic driving maul, a ploy used extensively by the
strong Canadian pack.

Canada coach Ric Suggitt commented: " We knew what the US were going to
do, or attempt to do, and acted accordingly. It may not be nice and | do not
necessarily like it, but we have to win matches and | have to say | am relieved
to have won it."

US coach Tom Billups, though down-hearted, held his head up defiantly: " We
did enough to win this match, but certain errors and short-comings downed
our efforts. It is fixable though, and we will try to sort out the problems once
we have seen the match video".

On Sunday 29" Romania take on the USA in the play-off for the bronze
medal, with Japan and Canada playing for the Toshiba-sponsored Super cup
in a repetition of last year's final.

Both USA coach Tom Billups and his Canadian counterpart Ric Suggitt are
delighted with the opportunity provided by the Super Cup event to build up for
the test series against Wales, who play hem in consecutive weekends, and of
course the Churchill Cup, the following weeks.

"This Super Cup is a fantastic start of our test season and we couldn't have
wished for a better send-off,” Suggitt said.

"By the time we take on the Welsh on June 11 in Toronto we will be in the
right frame of mind, not to mention form. We have been developing nicely
since last year when we started to change the team personnel, and we have
now a nucleus of 18 to 20 good players we can go forward with," he added.



Billups is equally pleased with the opportunity provided by the tournament to
test the team before the Welsh international on 4 June, and he praised his
players for their commitment and dedication.

"l am really proud of these boys who show remarkable commitment. One
should not forget that they are amateurs, and have taken their annual leaves,
and even time off work, to be able to work together for this series, which will
kick off our international season," he said.

The IRB is equally positive about the event. Head of Rugby Services Mark
Egan is looking forward to the Tier-two Union initiative. "From the IRB's point
of view, this Tournament plays a very important role in respect to the strategic
initiatives we wish to develop around the IRB Tier-two Unions programme,
said Egan.

"This highly competitive tournament, involving these four Tier-two unions, will
provide a good benchmark for their progress and aspirations.

"The fact that it is impossible to say who will win the Tournament gives a clear
indication of the quality of the field and of how closely-matched the four teams
are - the ingredients of a week of top quality rugby in Tokyo."

International Match Officials Performance Reviewe  rs Course

This new course is being run in each of the IRB’s regions for elite groups of
Performance Reviews (previously known as referee assessors). Bruce Cook,
the IRB’s Training Manager, came to Toronto to facilitate the Americas course
(with yours truly), 14™ and 15" May. Representing NAWIRA were:

USA: Don Morrison, Jim Russell and Dixon Smith,
Canada: Trevor Arnold, Mel Jones and Allen Piggott

After two days of exacting course work, these gentlemen must now satisfy

minimum accreditation standards with a take-home game tape performance
review.

Best wishes to all.

Tom Jones
Regional Development Manager



