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1 Olympic decision
Stop press ... The 10C has decided that Baseball and Softball will be
removed from its program, and that no other sports will be added.

This is a great disappointment. But Rugby life will go on. We have a major
world sport with a rosy future.

Full details will emerge in the hours, days and weeks that follow this.

2 Canada Cup
Today Canada plays New Zealand for the Cup. Here are reports from
matches earlier this week, with thanks to John Jerome and Rugby Canada...

Canada 22 Scotland 9

On another beautiful sunny evening at Twin EIm Rugby Park, the
Canadian women’s Rugby team beat Scotland by a score of 22 to 9. The
conditions were perfect for Rugby with the playing surface in top
condition, temperatures in the low twenties and barely a cloud in the sky.

In front of a crowd of almost 1,000 both teams put on an exciting display
of women’s Rugby that had the crowd roaring its approval.

Fly half Paula Chalmers put Scotland on the board with a penalty goal at
the nineteenth minute of the first half. Scotland 3, Canada 0.

Shortly afterward, Canadian Full Back Heather Moyse ran a try in from a
line-out to bring the score to 5-3 in Canada’s favour. Julie Foster, playing
Outside Centre for Canada touched down in the corner at the 34th
minute to extend Canada’s lead to 10-3.

That was the score at half-time with Canada looking dominant and
threatening.

In the second half, the tempo changed and the Scottish team applied
relentless pressure with the play staying deep in the Canadian half for
much of the time. Heather Jacques of Canada was yellow carded by
referee Claire Daniels and Scotland’s Paula Chalmers kicked two
penalties to make it Scotland 9, Canada 10.

But resilient Canadian defence kept the Scottish team at bay and the
extensive period of pressure was not rewarded with a Scottish try.
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A quick clever passing play and strong forward play resulted in Kelly
McCallum touching down to extend Canada’s lead to 15-9.

Then, seeing an opportunity from just inside the half-way line, Canada’s
Heather Moyse ran wide around the Scottish players and straight town
the touchline for an exhilarating touchdown which Kelly McCallum
converted to make the score 22-9.

Canada 3 New Zealand 43

On a cloudy but warm evening, reigning world women's Rugby
champions, the New Zealand Black Ferns took to the pitch in front of an
impressive crowd at Twin ElIm Rugby Park to face Canada in the semi-
final game. Fans were anticipating an exciting match after Canada's
recent win against Scotland 22 to 9.

Not long after taking to the pitch, Inside Centre, Exia Shelford started off
the scoring for New Zealand as she took a gap and broke up the middle
to score. Fly half, Nicole Bothwick converted for an additional two points
putting New Zealand up 7 points to 0. Nicole Bothwick put another 3
points on the scoreboard moments later when Canada took an
unfortunate penalty and New Zealand was awarded a penalty kick
making the score 10-0 for New Zealand.

Marina Canterbury, the New Zealand number 8, scored on a quick pick
up from the base of the scrum furthering New Zealand's lead to 15. Weak
defensive work and several missed tackles by the Canadians resulted in
another New Zealand try by Flanker Melissa Ruscoe. New Zealand
however missed the convert and at the half, it was New Zealand 20,
Canada 0.

The start of the second half saw some impressive play by both teams.
Canada stepped up its defensive play and made some great tackles
however their intensity level unfortunately led to yet another penalty
giving New Zealand the opportunity to add another 3 points. Hannah
Myers, fullback for New Zealand assumed the kicking duties and made
no mistake, kicking a penalty goal and giving New Zealand a 23-0 lead. A
New Zealand penalty allowed Canada to finally to get on the board as
Katie Murray kicked a penalty goal making it New Zealand 23, Canada 3.

Shortly after the Canadians penalty goal, New Zealand Fullback Hannah
Myers touched down for five points but was unable to convert the try.
Score - New Zealand 28, Canada 3. Hannah Myers then had another
opportunity at kicking for goal as New Zealand was awarded a penalty
kick and Myers converted increasing News Zealand's score to 31.

Canada continued to fight back making some impressive runs and good
defensive tackles however New Zealand was clearly the team on top of
their game and with a nice sequence of play Marina Canterbury came
back to score another try making it 36-3 for New Zealand. Hannah Myers
attempted the convert but missed. Moments later, Stacey Lene who
came into the game in the second half, used some fancy footwork to get
past the Canadian defence and scored New Zealand's last try of the
game. Myers converted and the final score was New Zealand 43,
Canada 3.



3 Ruling on Law
| attach the IRB’s latest Law ruling, concerning Law 21 Penalty and Free
Kicks. This was sent to your Unions earlier this week.

| will be away from the office and perhaps beyond the reach of email for the coming two
weeks. The next Information Page will be for the week of July 29",

Best wishes to all.

Tom Jones
Regional Development Manager



