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2006 IRB Under 19 World Championship

With the USA having already qualified for the 2006 World Championship by
virtue of its fine performances in 2005, Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago,
Canada and host country Jamaica contested the NAWIRA qualifying round
last week in Kingston. In the same competition, the three Caribbean Unions
competed the 2005 West Indies Rugby Union championship.

Congrats to all teams on their attendance and sterling efforts. Canada, as
expected, advances by virtue of three fine victories.

Guyana retains the WIRU title, for the second year running.

Jamaica, and especially its hard working Chairman Mr. Jacob Thompson, are
congratulated on the success of the event.

Results:

Country Played Won Drawn Lost Points
Canada 3 3 0 0 6
Guyana 3 1 1 1 3
Jamaica 3 1 1 1 3
Trinidad 3 0 0 3 0

Day 3 Guyana 22 Trinidad 7
Canada 46 Jamaica 3

Day 2 Canada 39 Guyana 0
Jamaica 8 Trinidad & Tobago 3

Day 1 Canada 61 Trinidad 9
Jamaica 12 Guyana 12
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IRB Technical Newsletter
Here is the IRB’s first Technical Newsletter. It is packed with good reading. |
am delighted to note the preponderance of NAWIRA contributions!

The Newsletter is available to download in PDF format in English, Francgais y
Espagnol.

http://www.irb.com/NR/rdonlyres/FC40B762-31C3-45DE-982A-
25230B15FEA7/0/1 multipart XxF8FF 2 ENGLISH.pdf

http://www.irb.com/NR/rdonlyres/78BE1426-B361-46E4-8966-
OEEDD66DA7AD/0/IRBtechnicalbulletinJulO5FRE.pdf

http://www.irb.com/NR/rdonlyres/AE2C6AE8-473D-4EQE-869D-
D6E0840A3E84/0/1 multipart xF8FF 2 SPANISH.pdf

If the link does not work for you, go to the IRB Web Site (www.irb.com) and
follow: Home Page Latest Publications IRB Publications
Technical newsletter July 05.

IRB Officials Course Trainers

IRB courses were held concurrent with the Under 19 qualifying tournament in
Jamaica. The following people successfully satisfied the course requirements
and are now accredited IRB Trainers:

Conrad Arjoon (Guyana), Mervyn Down (Jamaica), Terrence Grant (Guyana),
Paul Mowser (Trinidad and Tobago), Bob Showan (Barbados) and Derek
Stoltz (Canada).

Thus, after a two years, and nine Train the Trainer courses in the NAWIRA
region, the USA, Canada and the Caribbean have adequate coverage of IRB-
trained Trainers

NAWIRA invests in Development

| am very happy to relate to you a positive progression in the nurturing of
Rugby in the NAWIRA region. Jem Edwards and Audrey Crossman-Smith,
two young coaches from Jamaica recently spent two weeks observing the
Canadian and New Zealand national women’s teams at the Canada Cup (see
below).

Their flights were funded by NAWIRA, and their hosting (accommodation,
meals and local arrangements) by Rugby Canada and its National Women'’s
Team program.

Jem and Audrey attended team meetings and practices with Canada, and
were permitted by the Black Ferns to join them in the dressing room for match



day. What an outstanding experience for them that will assist in their
development as coaches, and with the women’s game in Jamaica!

Thank you to NAWIRA and Canada, especially Roxanne Butler, for making
this possible.

Toeing a fine behavioural line
The New Zealand Black Ferns women’s national Rugby team participated in,
and won the recent Canada Cup, held in Ottawa in early July.

The Black Ferns provided a shining example of how to play the Game, and
how to present themselves on and off the field in a manner that was a credit
to both them, and to Rugby.

We can all learn a lesson from their excellent example.

Here is an article from the Ottawa Citizen, by Wayne Kondro, which caught
my eye...

Off the Rugby pitch, the two-time defending women's world
champions set the standard for decorum

It's the little things that are most revealing.

Arriving at the Twin ElIm Rugby Park last week to watch Canada and
Scotland square-off in Canada Cup women's Rugby round-robin play, the
New Zealand Black Ferns and two elderly ladies simultaneously reached
a flight of stairs to the upper-deck seats.

No prima donnas these, the Black Ferns quickly and graciously stepped
back, allowing the ladies to painstakingly ascend the stairs before
trooping up to their assigned seats.

Minutes later, as the Scottish squad began bellowing their national
anthem, two Black Ferns started to engage in a whispered conversation
and were promptly hushed by more veteran teammates clearly affronted
by the breach in international decorum.

Welcome to the world of the mighty Black Ferns, where standards off the
field are just as exacting as the ones on. Indeed, it's hard not to be
immediately struck by the two-time defending World Cup champs'
phenomenal attention to detail.

On the pitch, they're a remarkable blend of smash-mouth physicality and
daring decision-making. Yet almost incongruously, the same women who
would eagerly flatten an opponent with a brutal tackle turn out, off the
field, to be nothing short of civil and amiable.

Nattily turned out in tailored black blazers and skirts, they've charmed
opponents by singing Yaiatas (Maori songs) during post-game
receptions.



Other than a decision to bail for the fireworks show on Parliament Hill at
the start of the fourth quarter of the (gridiron) Ottawa Renegades 39-36
overtime win over the Montreal Alouettes on Canada Day, they've made
nary a misstep, says federal civil servant Frances Kremarik, who has
served as the official Canadian hostess for the Black Ferns.

"Their attitude and demeanour have been exemplary,” said Kremarik.

For world-class athletes, they're proud but entirely without pretense,
Kremarik marvels.

"They are role models that anybody would respect," she says.

Black Ferns coach Jed Rowlands says the lack of pretense is strictly a
function of the fact that women's Rugby is still a developing sport in New
Zealand.

Unlike England, which has full-time paid players, there's no professional
league in New Zealand and the national program was only launched in
1995, a year after New Zealand sat out the 1994 World Cup, fearing
another national disgrace like the fourth-place finish it suffered after
cobbling together a Black Ferns unit for the first World Cup in 1991.

Ego isn't a problem "because they're not professionals.

"They're mums and family people," Rowlands says, adding that there's
also no need to crack a behavioral whip because internationally-
renowned vets, such as fly half Anna Richards and hooker Farah Palmer,
set a high standard for what's acceptable.

Both are altogether amused by the notion that the Black Ferns might be
Rugby prima donnas because of their wild success at the international
level. "We're still amateurs. We're playing for the love of the game so
we're not going to be toffee-nosed about things," says Palmer.

Richards notes there's little percentage in "making a great spectacle on
the field and then coming off and looking and acting like slobs. That ruins
the image and ruins what we've achieved. It's an understanding, a sort of
quid pro quo for the right to wear the black jersey.

"There's no point in being a world champion and being an asshole.
Because who's going to like you? If you're winning, you gotta win like a
champion. You don't grind it in their faces. You gotta be humble."

For rookies such as high school student Amy Williams, the prestige of
being a Black Fern alone, is enough to make anyone toe the behavioural
line.

"It's probably pride. When we receive the black jersey, we all get
emotional," says Williams.

Richards and Palmer argue behaviour off the field reflects directly on
team unity and performance on the pitch. The team's motto is the
acronym PRIDE, for Personal Responsibility in Delivering Excellence.



To that end, there are no exemptions for violations of team rules, even
for little things like arriving a minute late for a team meeting.

Palmer winces at the recollection that she was among four Black Ferns
who did just that earlier this week, despite biking madly from a shopping
expedition in downtown Ottawa to the residences at Carleton University
and then sprinting down a hallway in hopes of beating the clock.

"They'll probably make us carry the whole team from the 22 (metre line)
to the try line on our backs in a firemen's lift," Palmer said. "They've been
planning it. | can hear them planning it. I'm just going to keep quiet and
keep my head down."

Best wishes to all.

Tom Jones
Regional Development Manager



