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USA Rugby Annual General Meeting

Board commits to restructure and investment

From the USA Rugby web site. Gathering on behalf of its 60,000-plus
constituents, USA Rugby’s Board of Directors concluded its 30th annual
general meeting (AGM) here Saturday in what can only be described as a
meeting of unprecedented commitments to invest in, and grow, the sport on
all levels in the United States.

At the onset, the Board engaged in a self-examination and full review of USA
Rugby’s function, funding and programs facilitated by Atlantic Sports
Management & Training Ltd. (ASMT), an international consulting firm that was
involved with the restructure of the International Rugby Board (IRB), Rugby
Canada and Irish Rughby.

The review led the Board to a crossroads: stay the same or change to grasp
the opportunities facing USA Rugby. The Board unanimously voted change.

First, the Board took a unanimous decision to engage in a process to
modernize and restructure the organization so that USA Rugby can effectively
grow the game, and all elements will be accountable for the success of that
effort.

A leadership task force was named to work with ASMT to develop strategies
and shape a new leadership model designed to streamline USA Rugby to
include more coordination with our Local Area Unions and Territorial Unions
on the grassroots level for the delivery of programs.

The task force will return to the Board in February with proposals to be
finalized in an Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) scheduled for June.

The second initiative arising from the Board’s self examination was an
investment in the game in the United States. The investment will solidify the
funding base and lend greater support for key under- financed programs,
including the national teams, the women’s NCAA initiative, referee and youth
development for greater success.
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USA Rugby’s largest investor is the IRB. The Board confirmed the annual
investment from the IRB of nearly $1 million per year in USA Rugby. This
challenged to Board the take a difficult, yet unanimous vote to invest in its
own programs through the first dues increase since 1998, bringing the total of
annual dues generated income to nearly $2 million per year.

After being engaged in a robust debate, the meeting concluded with a unified
Board feeling it was the most constructive and effective meeting in decades.

Canada 6 France 50

On Saturday 12", Canada’s Senior Men's Team lost to France in a test match
played in Nantes. France was dominant in the scrummage (just as England
was against Australia, and to a lesser extent Argentina vs Scotland), and was
able to run with great speed and with support and continuity to secure its
victory. Notably, Canada was a combative and robust opponent in the loose,
and was often in possession of the ball for sustained periods of play. It is now
extremely difficult, however, to breach modern professional well-organised
defences, and Canada found it was running into a blue wall. Watching on
MediaZone, | did note that the Canadians looked fit and physically stronger
than before, in my memory. This is an aspect that will be improved still more
over time, as will its defensive and attacking skills, supported by the IRB’s
Strategic Investment of High Performance Rugby in Canada.

Extracts from the match report on the Rugby Canada web site.

Playing tenacious, competitive and courageous Rugby, world-thirteenth
ranked Canada fell 50-6 to world Rugby powerhouse France in Nantes on
Saturday in front of a capacity 38,600 jubilant fans.

France ran in seven tries and kicked three penalties and three conversions to
Canada’s two penalties. Despite the score, Canada earned the admiration of
the crowd for its gritty determination that often put the vaunted French team
on the back foot. In the end, however, the power of France’s forwards and the
brilliance and creativity of its backs led by outside-half Frederic Michalak and
fullback Thomas Castaignéde saw the home team run out comfortable
winners.

Canada can take many positives from this match, for the combative spirit it
demonstrated throughout the game, and for its defensive work that prevented
the score being a great deal higher than it might have been. “There was a lot
of courage and heart shown by some of the young guys out there tonight,”
said veteran professional Mike James, who played superbly and led by
example all game long. “There is a steep learning curve from playing back
home and playing this kind of Rugby here in France. That said, we can't be
down on the guys for a result like this, you have to look at the positives and
there were many out there today.”



Time and again, Canada played France at its own game, often driving mauls
25-30 metres downfield and did it right until the final whistle. To a man, the
Canadian forwards gave as good as they got in the hard physical going with
the menacing presence of lock Jamie Cudmore doing much to inspire his
young team mates. It was almost inevitable that this one man wrecking
machine would receive a yellow card, which he did mid-way through the
second-half.

Stan McKeen also received a yellow for an errant elbow. “It is very difficult
playing a team like France. It is physically very tiring and takes a great deal
out of you,” said Canada’s captain Morgan Williams after the game. “On top
of that we had two yellow cards, which meant we were playing with fourteen
men for nearly a third of the game -- not an easy task.”

“They were putting a lot of pressure onto us in the tight,” said loose-head
Kevin Tkachuk. “The thing is we don’t have enough guys on the team playing
this kind of Rugby week-in and week-out. There are just so many steps up
from domestic Canadian Rugby to this level. We did better in the sets as the
game went on and playing against such a good team will no doubt help us
build for our game against Romania next week. When we drove the ball we
did very well and that was positive. That is one of the best teams in the world
that beat Australia last week.”

“When you see that the New Zealand All Blacks beat Ireland today 45-7 and
that they beat Six Nations Champions, Wales, last week 41-3, | don’t think
that our score, relatively speaking, is that bad,” said Canada coach Ric
Suggitt. “I'm very proud of my team that it worked hard for 80 minutes and it
is not from lack of trying, but there are two different Rugby worlds. That said,
we have to work doubly hard to bridge the gap and that is our aim.”

Asked how this game compared with Canada’s 70-0 loss to England this time
last year, Suggitt offered: “This was an improvement but we haven't
improved enough and we're still at the short end of the stick. We don’t want
to be at the short end of the stick, we want to be at the other end. We still
make too many basic fundamental errors and we just can’t do that.”

Canada 6 France 13

From the Rugby Canada web site.

The National Senior Women's Team lost a very close match to France in
Nantes on Friday, November 11th. The first game of a three-match tour
ended France 13 — Canada 5.

The game kicked off at 5:00 pm at the Stade Nantes under dark, threatening
skies. Both teams were just as threatening as they battled to be the first to
cross the line and plant the ball.



In the 25th minute, after playing the game all over the field — the ball was
deep in one end, then suddenly deep in the other — the skies opened up. So
did the French defensive line as the crowd roared for Gillian Florence
breaking through near the halfway line. She evading the French tacklers and
scored the first try of the game.

Moments later, France retaliated kicking deep to one corner, regaining
possession and getting it out for another kick to the opposite corner. The
French winger dove on the ball for the first French try at the 39-minute mark.
The kick was wide leaving the game at 5-5 at the break.

Canada regrouped but made no substitutions. The game resumed as a high-
powered battle between two closely matched teams; the teams were still
worthy of the 3rd and 4th place finishes they had claimed at the last World
Cup.

Canada found she was on the defence a little more in the second half but
tackled with a vengeance nullifying the French at the side of rucks time after
time. France persisted and eventually barrelled through to claim a second try
late in the game.

They followed with a penalty goal to bring the score at 74 minutes to 13-5,
which would hold to the end.

Canada substituted a number of players first replacing Megan Gibbs at 64
minutes for Danielle Goulet. Three minutes later Sommer Christy went in for
Julia Sugawara at scrum half along with Mandy Marchak from Winnipeg,
Manitoba. Mandy earned her first cap on the wing replacing Brooke Hilditch.
Also Kristy Heemskerk replaced Kary Steele.

Canada was clearly disappointed but not without some satisfaction. The
coaches’ comments in the change room at the end included the fact that there
were many things done right and according to plan. It is now clear where the
work is needed.

“The last time Canada played France was at the 2002 World Cup in Spain,”
remarked Canada captain Kelly McCallum. “That day the French won 41-7.
The gap had closed. This Canada team has come a long way.”

With one more test to play, Canada will get a chance at redemption.

Before that, Canada "A" will play France "A" in Rennes on Wednesday,
November 16th, at 7:00 pm.



Barbados to Host Regional Rugby Tournament

From a Barbados RFU / NAWIRA press release.

The Rugby pitch at Garrison Savannah will come alive November 19th & 20th
when Barbados plays host to the North America, West Indies Rugby
Association’s Seven-a-Side Tournament.

The tournament will see men’s and women'’s teams from 12 countries
competing for regional honours. More than 250 players and supporters from
NAWIRA member countries will take part in the two-day tournament.

The following countries will be participating in the Men’s event Guyana, St.
Lucia, St. Vincent, Trinidad & Tobago, Cayman, Jamaica, Mexico, British
Virgin Islands, Bahamas, Dominican Republic and of course Barbados. The
Women'’s event will be contested by Barbados, Guyana, St. Lucia, St.
Vincent, Trinidad & Tobago, Jamaica and the USA.

The first day of play will include the pool matches and will commence on the
Saturday at 10.30am and conclude at 8.30pm with matches being played at
20-minute intervals in this fast paced format of the game. On Sunday the
play will commence at 10am and will continue through the day with the highly
entertaining finals being contested from 5pm until the close of the competition
at 8pm.

Having recently been crowned Caribbean Champions for the first time ever in
the 15-a-side version of the game, Barbados will now look to continue their
recent success in the seven-a-side version of the game. Barbados currently
enjoys a high ranking in this tournament and Head Coach, Joe Whipple, has
high expectations for the Barbados squad.

It will also be the first time that Barbados will be fielding a women’s side, in
this competition, under the watchful eye of Women’s Coach, Martin Varga.
Indeed it is the first time so many women’s teams from around the region
have come together to compete at this level. It is a tribute to the hard work
that has gone into developing the sport in the region in the past 5 years.

It is hoped that with the successful staging of the event this year, that this
tournament can be held in Barbados on an annual basis. This of course
could not be possible without corporate support from our sponsors.

We would like to thank our Headline Sponsors, Digicel, Barbados Tourism
Authority, The Tourism Development Corporation, Banks, Coca Cola,
Cockspur Rum & Farmer’s Choice and the National Sports Council and our
Associate Sponsors, Ellco Rentals, JADA and the Plantation Garden Theatre.

Law Ruling
The IRB has issued its seventh Law ruling of 2005, this time concerning Law
20 Scrum. See attached.



Potentially Infectious Skin Diseases

My colleague Bruce Cook (IRB Training Manager) has shared with me a letter
he has received from Dr. Mick Molloy, the IRB’s Medical Officer. Here is an
extract, for your information...

“The IRB have in the past issued advise on infectious diseases and these
include the most troublesome one in Rugby, namely scrum pox, which is viral
and highly infectious skin condition and the bane of Rugby forwards. The
principle here is that someone with this condition is not allowed to train or play
or use cleaning facilities with other players because of the high risk of
transmission of infection. We are in the process of revisiting this condition and
the other infectious conditions shortly and will be issuing new directives. In
this context HIV will also have to be included.

In relation to the specific query of the props, this is a very infectious condition
and contact must be avoided at all times until the condition is fully cleared
with anti-viral agents or other appropriate treatment.”

Position vacancy — USA Rugby Referee Manager

USA Rugby has advertised the position of Referee Manager. For details, go
to:

http://www.usarugby.org/cqi-
bin/02/press/displayFullAnnouncement.pl?announcementld=243

Position vacancy — BC Rugby Director of Developme  nt

BC Rugby, the Provincial Sport Governing Body for the sport of Rugby in
British Columbia is seeking an experienced individual for the position of
Director of Development. For details, go to:

http://www.bcrugby.com/Images/JefflBC%20Rugby,%20Development%20Job
%20Posting.pdf

Best wishes to all.

Tom Jones
Regional Development Manager



