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NORTH AMERICA 4 TO MAKE DEBUT

The International Rugby Board (IRB) has announced the schedule and format for the
inaugural IRB North America 4 tournament that will kick-off in British Columbia on May
20. The competition will involve representative sides from Tier 2 Unions Canada and
USA.

The IRB North America 4 is an exciting new cross-border international representative
competition involving around 120 of the best locally-based players from Canada and the
USA,” said IRB Head of Rugby Services Mark Egan. “It will provide the opportunity for
future stars of the game to showcase their ability in a high-intensity, cross-border
competition that will provide the perfect platform for players to push for a Test place.”

Kicks-off May 20

“The competition kicks-off on May 20 and will be spilt into two blocks of matches either
side of the Churchill Cup with the first block being played in Canada and the second in
the USA. Each of the five rounds will be played back-to-back at the same venue and
the new competition will culminate with a Grand Final on July 29.”

“The IRB is committed to investing US $1 million to fund this regional tournament which
is in addition to the US $1 million that is already being invested in both unions as part of
the 3 year US $50 million global strategic investment program that was launched last
August,” said Egan.

Global strategic investment program

The IRB global strategic investment program involves a considerable number of high
performance, tournament and infrastructure initiatives across the 17 Tier 1 and Tier 2
Unions that are all designed to increase the competitiveness of international Rugby.
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The North America 4 tournament provides a clear pathway for players, coaches and
Union management from domestic competitions such as the USA Super league and
Rugby Canada Super League.

“The positioning of the IRB North America 4 alongside the Churchill Cup and IRB Rugby
World Cup 2007 qualifiers in the Rugby calendar ensures that both Tier 2 Unions will
have unprecedented exposure to international Rugby this year,” explained Egan.

New teams
The newly created teams are: USA Hawks, USA Falcons, Canada East and Canada
West.

Round One sees USA Falcons take on Canada East while USA Hawks face Canada
West on May 20. The matches will be played back-to-back at the Rotary Stadium,
Abbotsford, British Columbia in what will be the first of five ‘double-header’ rounds
before the final on July 29.

“With each round being played in a double-header format, the IRB North America 4
promises to deliver six exciting dates of international Rugby in what should provide a
spectacle for both players and supporters alike,” added Egan.

2006 IRB North America 4 Schedule
Canadian Series (British Columbia)
May 20

USA Falcons v Canada East Rotary Stadium, Abbotsford (1pm)
USA Hawks v Canada West Rotary Stadium, Abbotsford (3pm)

May 24

USA Falcons v USA Hawks University of British Columbia, Vancouver (5.30pm)
Canada East v Canada West University of British Columbia, Vancouver (7.30pm)
May 27

USA Falcons v Canada West Centennial Stadium, Victoria (1pm)

USA Hawks v Canada East Centennial Stadium, Victoria (3pm)

United States Series (Ohio)
Kick off times TBC

July 22
USA Falcons v Canada East Ohio State University, Columbus
USA Hawks v Canada West Ohio State University, Columbus

July 26
USA Falcons v USA Hawks Ohio State University, Columbus



Canada East v Canada West Ohio State University, Columbus

July 29
3rd place play-off Ohio State University, Columbus
Championship Final Ohio State University, Columbus
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If you are young, enjoy Rugby, and want to travel the world — read this!

Taken today from The Scotsman.

Referee Macpherson on fast track to the top

THERE is one thing worse than the old joke about the referee being the only
Scot at the World Cup, and that is when not even a Scottish referee can
reach the top.

In Rugby that has been the case for some time, Scotland's stock having fallen
considerably since the days of world-class whistlers Allan Hosie, Norman
Sanson, Brian Anderson and Jim Fleming.

Some might suggest it has merely followed the slide of the Scotland national
team. But if that is true, it is somewhat appropriate that in the year Frank
Hadden's side are regaining some pride, a burgeoning young Scot is making
great strides in refereeing.

Andrew Macpherson may have turned 24 only this month, but the former
Stirling University student was a week ago handed the final of the IRB under-
19 World Cup in Dubai, and, as a result, was this week given his first Celtic
League match. He will take charge of Cardiff's game against Connacht at the
Arms Park on Saturday night, to be screened live on S4C and Setanta.

"The past three weeks have been incredible; very hard to take in," admitted
the refreshingly level-headed character.

"Dubai was an amazing experience. | was fortunate IRB selectors saw my
pool game, which got me a semi-final, and it was tremendous when Paddy
O'Brien [IRB referees manager] told me I'd been selected for the final
between New Zealand and Australia.

"l didn't expect to get such a prestigious game so early in my career, and then
to come back and be asked to step into the Celtic League is fantastic. | came
into this because knee injuries stopped me playing, but | knew refereeing can
take you all over the world and I'm experiencing that already. | hope, one day,
to referee at the World Cup, but | know I've got a lot of hard work ahead of
me."



Macpherson has been viewed in Scotland as being among a bright new
generation of referees for some time, alongside younger officials from the
Changleng brothers, Malcolm and David, in their mid-30s, to Andrew
McMenemy, who is younger than Macpherson. However, word is now
spreading across international Rugby that Scottish referees, left off the IRB's
‘A’ panel in recent years, are on their way back.

Macpherson's ability to work very closely with players - he insists his style is
about "letting players play and playing advantage as much as possible" -
brought a simple one-word response from one leading Scottish club coach in
an assessment: "Eureka!” His approach is one similar to young professional
players; he has known nothing other than the professional game and believes
Rugby to be about entertainment.

"Like most refs, I'm happy if no-one notices me; I'm just there to keep the
game going. But we're all there to try and help develop the game, to make
people want to come and watch it and youngsters to play it - whether it's at
schools, age-group, local club level or pro teams.

"Sometimes you will have to be strict, but if | can help the players make
Rugby more entertaining then | feel happy that I'm doing my job."

Touch Judge checklist

| attach an article by Steve Womersley, an RFU Referee Trainer that provides
a mental checklist for touch judges. Touch judging presents a different
challenge to refereeing, so it is appropriate to focus on the specific skills
required for running the line.

Thanks to Rugby Canada for this extract from its web site.

Best wishes to all.

Tom Jones
Regional Development Manager



