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| have just returned to the office following nearly a month “on-the-road” in my Match
Commissioner role at the Women’s Rugby World Cup, and subsequently attending the
Rugby Canada AGM. (It was my 21% AGM. Can anyone beat this? Liz Ferguson is a
close second at 20, as far as | know!)

The Women’s World Cup was, in my estimation, a great success. The Rugby, across
the board, was best ever, and the organisation by Rugby Canada, and my IRB
colleagues, first class.

So | offer my congratulations to Canada for hosting the event. This was a great
challenge, in human and financial terms, but | am confident that the benefits - tangible
and otherwise - will benefit Canada, NAWIRA and the Women’s Game world-wide
considerably over the years to come.

It is unfair to highlight individuals in this team game, but | will share with you my
personal selection of four outstanding players: Farah Palmer (NZ), surely one of the
most remarkable of players and leaders in Rugby, captain of the victorious Black Ferns,
now destined, | hope, for a long career in the Game off the field; Hedwig Aerts (USA)
who provided such a steadying presence, and was such an unselfish player, but yet
who knew exactly when to hold on to the ball as she sprinted laterally, then through the
gap she had created to score a key try in the decisive victory against Scotland; Maria
Gallo (Canada), the best winger at the World Cup, if you ask me; and Heather Moyse
(also Canada). What can you say about Heather except that she was definitely the
most elusive attacking player of all.

Canada retained its World fourth place ranking, while the USA jumped to fifth. Two
NAWIRA teams in the top five. Great!

Here are extracts from the IRB’s reports on the games played on Sunday.

Women’s Rugby World Cup finals

By winning a match that many people are calling the best women’s Rugby game ever
played, New Zealand have been crowned IRB Women's Rugby World Cup champions
for an unprecedented third time after a hard fought but pulsating 25-17 defeat of
England at Commonwealth Stadium in Edmonton, Canada.
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A try by full back Amiria Marsh in the final minute eased any nerves that may have been
setting in for the Black Ferns after England kept alive their hopes of snatching victory
with a 77th minute try by replacement Helen Clayton.

However it was not to be their day again - just as it was not four years earlier when they
lost 19-9 in the final - as the New Zealand celebrations began to mark not only three in
a row, but a 14th straight Women's RWC victory that ensured the Black Ferns’
wonderful captain Farah Palmer lifted the trophy again before retiring.

It was England who drew first blood in the match with a third minute penalty by fly half
Karen Andrew, their reward for taking it straight to the two-time defending champions
and signalling their intentions for the game.

Black Ferns scrum half Emma Jensen missed a ninth minute penalty before a knock on
metres from her own line by full back Amiria Marsh put her side under pressure.
England though could not turn it into points and New Zealand stole the ball to clear their
lines.

Perfectly weighted

Andrews missed the chance to stretch England's lead with a failed penalty attempt after
16 minutes, allowing Jensen to leave the score with her first successful kick of the game
seven minutes later.

A second penalty miss by Jensen seemed to mean the half time score would be locked
at 3-3 with neither side willing to give the other an inch in a fiercely competitive match
which highlighted the strengths of the women's game.

However a wonderfully deft cross field kick by Marsh, who had a few minutes earlier
received lengthy treatment on what appeared to be a hip injury, found a gap on the right
and it was worked through for Monalisa Codling, playing in her third Women's RWC
final, to run to score the opening try of the showpiece.

Jensen added the conversion to make it 10-3 and a long range penalty miss by
Andrews for England meant that was the half time score. It would not remain that way
for long though, as in the opening minute Melissa Ruscoe found wing Stephanie
Mortimer who had the pace to cross.

England though came back at the Black Ferns and was rewarded for some intense
pressure on their line when referee Simon McDowell awarded them a penalty try,
sparking celebrations among the England front row.

Nail biting finale

That brought the score to 15-10 and it remained that way for some 20 minutes of end to
end action, although Mortimer came close to grabbing a second try but put a foot in
touch before being bundled into the flag by a desperate England tackle.



The New Zealand pressure finally told though when lock Victoria Heighway collected off
the top of the lineout and was driven over by her fellow forwards for her second try of
the tournament, stretching their lead to 20-10 after Jensen's conversion came back off
the post.

England though, desperate to avoid another bitter final defeat, continued to fight and got
the try they craved when replacement Helen Clayton was pushed over, the flanker
twisting round to touch the ball down behind her.

Shelley Rae's conversion brought them to within three points with less than three
minutes remaining and as the possibility of an extra time forcing score came to mind,
New Zealand had the final say with a break by Mortimer finding Marsh with the pace
and space to score.

Jensen missed the conversion, but it didn't matter as within seconds the celebrations
were under way for the Black Ferns with a 14th straight Women's RWC victory and,
more importantly, a third world crown to send captain Farah Palmer into retirement with.

Canada retains its 4 ™ in the world ranking

France claimed the bronze medal at the IRB Women's Rugby World Cup 2006 after
beating host nation Canada 17-8 in the third place playoff at Commonwealth Stadium in
Edmonton.

In the opening quarter of the match the nerves of both sides were evident for all to see
as moves broke down because of simple handling errors or passes going astray.

Canada captain Kelly McCallum had the opportunity to open the scoring in the 13th
minute, but didn't connect properly with her penalty attempt and it fell well short of the
posts, much to the disappointment of the strong Canadian contingent in the crowd.

The deadlock was finally broken in the 23rd minute with a try under the posts by France
captain Estelle Sartini, who had been moved from her orchestrating position at fly half to
the wing in a move seemingly to counter the attacking threat of Canadian full back
Heather Moyse.

Christelle Le Duff, moved in from full back to fly half, kicked the conversion to give
France a 7-0 lead, which would become the half time score as Canada missed a great
scoring chance when Moyse lost the ball when almost through.

The second half picked up where the first had left off with both teams making errors as
they tried to up the pace on a cold Edmonton day and it was the 55th minute before
France increased their lead to 10-0 with a Le Duff penalty.

Fighting back
Canada though refused to buckle and came back into the match with a long range



penalty by McCallum just before the hour mark. The outside half then tried from a few
metres further out six minutes later but the kick again fell short.

Within a minute though the miss was forgotten as Canada strung several phases
together near the French goal-line to find just enough space for wing Maria Gallo to
touch down in the corner to cut the deficit to 10-8 with the conversion missed by
McCallum.

France were immediately on the attack with Sartini pulling the strings and setting
replacement Fanny Horta through, only for Moyse to come to Canada's rescue by
hauling her into touch five metres from the line.

They were not to be denied though, Le Duff chipped ahead and Moyse made the
mistake of letting the ball bounce in the goal area and as a result, under pressure from
Sartini, did not then touch the ball down.

This allowed full back Celine Allainmat to score unchallenged with referee Sarah
Corrigan awarding the try after consultation with her touch judge. Le Duff's conversion
saw France hold on to beat Canada for the second Women's RWC running to the
bronze medal.

USA secures 5 ™ with an excellent win over Scotland
The USA finish fifth in the IRB Women's Rugby World Cup 2006 after beating Scotland
24-0 in the opening match of the final day at Commonwealth Stadium in Edmonton.

The USA had enjoyed the perfect start with a try by centre Pam Kosanke in the second
minute, a good break by full back Ashley English having been stopped by Scotland just
short of the goal-line before they worked it wide for the score.

Kosanke converted her own try to make it 7-0 to her side, a lead which looked set to be
reduced when Scotland were awarded a penalty virtually in front of the posts 10 minutes
later, only for captain Paula Chalmers to pull the kick wide.

A missed penalty by Kosanke denied the USA the chance to put more points on the
board, but more prolonged pressure in the Scotland 22 brought a second try in the 21st
minute. The forwards drove towards the line before spinning it wide for centre Hedwig
Aerts to touch down.

Kosanke again converted and then kicked a penalty on the stroke of half time to send
her team in leading 17-0 in a match which would be the swansong for both Patty Jervey,
the USA's veteran of five Women's RWC, and Donna Kennedy, the Scotland flanker
who is the world's most capped woman.

The second half was a more even affair and the majority of it was end to end action with
both teams trying to find the breakthrough only for the final pass to go astray or the ball
to be knocked on.



Kosanke missed with another penalty attempt on the hour mark, but her side kept
pushing forward and replacement Phaidra Knight came close to a try, the flanker
powering down the line but putting a foot on the line as she was tackled by Lucy Millard.

The USA finally did cross the line with the last play of the match though when, from a
scrum in the right hand corner, the ball was worked quickly along the back line to
English, who passed over the top of the tackle to send replacement Ellie Karvoski in
unchallenged.

Kosanke converted the try to the delight of the USA team and their supporters in the
crowd and the final whistle blew to mean they finished two places higher than they did in
the tournament four years ago.

Also in this week’s Information Page:

IRB launches new online coaching resource

The International Rugby Board (IRB) has launched an exciting new online coaching
resource for use by trainers and coaches of Rugby at introductory levels around the
world.

The new tool, accessed at www.irbcoaching.com, or from the re-vamped Education &
Training channel _on www.irb.com , has been developed for the IRB by Sportplan and
gives coaches access to a suite of interactive tools for coaching all aspects of the game
of Rugby.

The initiative addresses the need to help amateur volunteers at all levels approach key
areas of the game with confidence, for example instructing on exactly how to introduce
the tackle or coach the scrum.

With hundreds of drills and practices either documented, animated or offered in video
format, the tangible benefits of the system include the ability to:

View animations and videos of practice drills

Design bespoke animated sessions or download ready-made sessions

Save sessions to a personal calendar

Print out session plans to take to training

"This new development is a huge step forward towards supporting the diverse needs of
coaches around the world,” said IRB Training Manager Mark Harrington.

“By taking the combined abilities of some great coaches and coupling them with the
technical expertise of Sportplan, we’'ve been able to build a tool which should give
immediate and real benefit to coaches at all levels and across all the continents,
including in the developing countries where coaching resources are often scarce,”
Harrington added.



The IRB is sponsoring access to the full online library for coaches from emerging
countries. Some of the activities have been developed in a unique partnership with the
RFU in England.

The initiative coincides with phase one of the redevelopment of the Education &
Training channel of the IRB website. As well as offering access to this new library
resource, there is specific information on:
- IRB-accredited courses available for coaches, officials, coaches of officials and

trainers and educators

Anti-doping information, cases, papers and regulations

Match official panels

Game analysis of all recent tournaments

Free downloads e.g. Dragons Trust Play the Game cards

The online coaching library is to be available in French and Spanish in due course.

Best wishes to all.

Tom Jones
Regional Development Manager



