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Men’s Rugby World Cup

USA recorded an emphatic 33-7 victory against Uruguay last Saturday, thus
winning by an aggregate 75-20 margin to secure the Americas 3 spot in Pool
A, so that they will face England, South Africa, Samoa and a forth team (the
winner of “Repechage 2", which has yet to be determined). Congratulations
to the players, coaches, management, staff and administrators on this fine
effort. Itis a great result, and relief, that to know already that two NAWIRA
Unions will play in the 2007 Rugby World Cup finals.

Statistical analysis — IRB Sevens, London and Par is

Here are the IRB Game Analysis Centre’s statistic analysis papers on the two
tournaments played earlier this year. They comprise analysis of elements of
play together with the approach to, and performance of, all participating
teams in various aspects of the game.

The report looks at such areas as:
- scoring and the effectiveness of each team in attack and defence
the source and origin of tries
the effectiveness of teams in retaining possession
each country’s passes and rate of passing
each country’s second phases and rate of second phase play
the number and nature of tackles made by each team
each team’s approach and success at the breakdown
each country’s performance on its own restarts, plus
data on scrums, line-outs, penalties, referees and temporary
suspensions.

Best wishes to all.

Tom Jones
Regional Development Manager
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