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IRB Continues Significant Investment in Rugby's Glo bal Development 
The International Rugby Board has announced an increase in its annual investment in 
the Game.  Funding in the form of Development Grants, Strategic Initiative Grants and 
Tournament Grants across all 115 Member Unions will increase to an unprecedented 
£22 million in 2007, continuing the IRB's commitment to developing the Game 
worldwide. 
 
"The Rugby World Cup plays an important part in the development of world Rugby as it 
provides the financial platform for the global growth of the Game.  Annual investment in 
infrastructure, strategic initiatives, development programmes and Tournament 
structures designed to increase the competitiveness of the Game around the world is 
indeed underwritten by the financial success of the Tournament," said IRB Chairman, Dr 
Syd Millar. 
 
"Investment in development programmes, strategic initiatives and Regional and IRB 
Tournaments has grown significantly from £12 million in 2005 to £22 million being 
allocated for investment across all Member Unions in 2007. This significant figure 
further highlights the IRB's continued commitment to the development of the Game 
worldwide." 
 
"The funding will be invested in an increased number of exciting initiatives with £6.3 
million allocated for development programmes, £5.5 million for regional and IRB 
Tournament structures and the balance of just over £10 million being invested in 
ongoing strategic initiatives that form part of the three-year £30 million global strategic 
investment programme launched in August 2005," added Dr Millar. 
 
Annual grants for development programmes and union infrastructure initiatives for all 
115 IRB Member Unions and the six Regional Associations will increase to £6.3 million 
in 2007 and include a number of new initiatives aimed at aiding the growth of the Game 
both on and off the pitch. 
 
Regional Tournaments will benefit from increased investment in 2007.  Following a 
detailed review funding will be increased to £5.5 million across all six regions to help 
subsidise a raft of key Regional and IRB Tournaments that provide Unions with access 
to regular high level competition which is necessary for player development. 
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"All grants are based upon detailed reviews and recommendations by IRB 
Management, the Regional Development Managers in the respective regions and the 
relevant Regional Associations.  Investments will be prioritised to cover Senior Men's, 
Age Grade, Men's and Women's Rugby Sevens and Women's fifteens competition 
programmes. The increase in funding for Women's competition is in line with the 
Women's strategic plan that was launched this year," said Dr Millar. 
 
"This significant investment in competitions is in addition to the £3 million that the IRB 
annually invests in strategic Tournament initiatives across Tier 1 to Tier 3 Unions as a 
key part of the three-year £30 million global strategic investment programme. The total 
annual investment in Tournaments in 2007 will be £8.5 million." 
 
"These initiatives include key IRB Tournaments such as the Pacific Nations Cup, Pacific 
Rugby Cup, North America 4 and Nations Cup that all made successful debuts this year 
and are designed to increase the competition pathway for participating Member 
Unions," added Dr Millar. 
 
 
Also in this week’s Information Page: 
 

1 Three new Law rulings 
• 2006 Ruling #5:  In response to an enquiry by the Federation Francais de 

Rugby relating to Law 4 Players’ Clothing 
• 2006 Ruling #6:  In response to an enquiry by the Irish Rugby Football 

Union relating to on Law 10.4(e) Dangerous tackling 
• 2006 Ruling #7:  In response to an enquiry by the Scottish Rugby Union 

relating to Law 10.2 Obstruction and Law 10.4(n) Flying Wedge 
 

These were sent to your Unions on 14th November.  See attached. 
 

2 West Indies Sevens 
The following selections were made at the NAWIRA Caribbean Sevens, 
Barbados.  Congratulations to all. 
 
Men’s long list for the IRB Sevens World Series tou rnament in San 
Diego, February 10 th-11th, 2007: 
Richard Staglon, Christopher Singh, Kevin McKenzie, Claudius Butts, 
Theodore Henry, Albert La Rose (all Guyana), Odel Hymon, Javid Myers, 
Nicholas Pusey (all Jamaica), Graeme Alkins, Nyuen Franco, Kelson  
Figaro (all Trinidad and Tobago), Ricardo Pallaway (St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines), Damian Pearson (British Virgin Islands), Antonio Gibbons, 
Jamie Vernon (both Barbados), Rob Aspinall (Cayman Islands), Bobby 
Hurdle, Kris Furbert, Tom Edwards (all Bermuda), Devon Woodsede, 
Jeremico Cooper, Duran Beadle (all Bahamas), Frankie Corbet* 
(Guadeloupe), Michel Bellune* (Martinique). 
* Subject of confirmation by the IRB of eligibility to play for the West Indies in San Diego. 
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Women’s squad that played against the USA Developme nt Squad : 
Harmonie Massiah (Barbados), Renetta Frederick (St. Lucia), Alexia Glasgow 
(St. Vincent and the Grenadines), Caren Carter, Tricia Munroe, Delicia 
Ferdinand, Colette Hope, Dasaun Josiah and Latoya Hamilton (all Guyana), 
Sandy Thompson, Kaydian Gayle, Anakay Morrison, Mitsy Stewart, Jem 
Edwards, Shereen Johnson (all Jamaica), Jamilah Garcia, Merlin Blackford, 
Angela Joseph, Jenilee Limada, Latoya Edwards, Kwanieze John and Juliana 
Straker (all Trinidad and Tobago). 

 
 
 
Best wishes to all. 
 

 
Tom Jones 
Regional Development Manager 


