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INFORMATION PAGE 
Week of January 26th, 2007 
 
Good new stories from the Caribbean 
 

1 Trinidad and Tobago 
(From a TTRFU press release) 
Trinidad and Tobago Rugby will enjoy a resurgence in 2007.  That is the bold 
prediction by Brian Lewis the TTRFU Secretary.  T&T Rugby has fallen from 
grace, dislodged from the number one ranking in the Caribbean by Guyana 
and Jamaica at various levels.  Lewis though is convinced that T&T Rugby is 
on the way back. 
 
"The signs are there that we are coming out of the transition period that 
followed the retirement of a number of players from the National team in the 
last six years.  More importantly the Schools Union introduction of New Image 
Rugby has sparked a resurgence of interest in Rugby in the schools." 
 
The TTRFU also has a Youth Development programme that is bearing fruit. 
"That programme is bringing to the fore untapped talent outside of Port-of-
Spain and environs.  We now need to further the work in deep South, Toco, 
Sande Grande to name a few areas.  Our emphasis in the coming years will 
be the communities it is the backbone of our development programme. 
 
Tobago is going to be a very important part of our plans.  "In addition the 
TTRFU is developing the next generation of local coaching talent with the 
appointment of eight Youth Development Officers (YDOs). 
 
The TTRFU official acknowledges that there are those in the local Rugby 
fraternity who have a more pessimistic view.  "There are those who see the 
defeats against Guyana and Jamaica as the benchmark.  I can understand 
and respect their perspective. But to be fair Guyana and Jamaica deserve 
their success.  They are doing what needs to be done.  They are unearthing 
fast, strong and powerful athletes who have tremendous national pride and 
desire with a work ethic that is second to none" 
 
In Trinidad and Tobago Rugby is in an uphill battle with football, track and 
field, basketball, volleyball and cricket to name a few for the athletic talent 
needed to make a mark in modern International sport. 
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But the TTRFU is forging ahead undaunted in the belief that their sport just 
has to work harder, be more innovative and creative in marketing and 
promoting itself.  "It is a physical contact sport.  To play it and enjoy it you 
have to be unafraid of physical contact.  Not everyone, no matter how 
talented is cut out for that" added Lewis.  
 
The TTRFU will soon launch its first ever strategic marketing and promotion 
plan that includes among other things getting the sport shown on local 
television. 
 
Rugby will be centre stage come later this year when the IRB Rugby World 
Cup takes place in Paris, France.  By then T&T would have participated in the 
Caribbean Rugby Championships.  The Under 18s will be held in Cayman 
Islands in July.  While the men and women senior National teams will have to 
travel to Cayman in late August for the Senior 15 Championship. 
 
The TTRFU will have to foot a significant bill but the local Rugby Union has 
already meet with the Ministry of Sport with a view to securing financial 
assistance towards this country's Caribbean Rugby Championship 
obligations. 
 
Curtis Nero the TTRFU Treasurer revealed that it will cost the TTRFU 
approximately 1.2 million TT dollars to participate at all four Caribbean 
Championships in 2007 included in that estimate is the Caribbean 7s Rugby 
Championship which will be held in Bahamas in November.  Nero who is also 
the TTRFU Chairman of Selectors is confident that the TTRFU will raise the 
required funding. 
 
"Those tournaments are critical in the context of our development plans and 
objectives of qualifying for the 2010 Commonwealth Games and the Rugby 
World Cup 7s final in the next three years and our intention to regain the 
Caribbean number one ranking and a NAWIRA top three ranking behind 
Canada and the USA this year" ended Nero. 

 
2 Cayman 

(From a CRFU press release) 
The Cayman Rugby Union has planned for a record breaking second half of 
the 2006/2007 season for some time now.  Over the next eight months as 
many as four major competitions are set to take place.  Fijian sevens expert 
Venasio Tokatokavanua is back on Cayman for another six months of 
coaching and a community Rugby program expert is likely to be headed here 
in the next few weeks if negotiations go well to commence the Maples and 
Calder Community Outreach Program that the Union hopes the 2007 sports 
grant will help cover as well.  On top of all of this the Union has committed to 
increasing its school delivery program, improving upon the national team and 
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national academy programs and having a women's national team to compete 
in the Caribbean Championships later this year.  The International Rugby 
Board has also topped up the 2007 grant in recognition of the amazing 
progress of the sport here in Cayman. 
 
Fijian Sevens expert Venasio Tokatokavanua will commence delivery of the 
HSBC school training programs on Monday January 15th as well as the 
Maples and Calder National Sevens Academy program and the Bmobile 
men's National sevens program.  Venasio will be concentrating upon getting 
the Bmobile men's national sevens team ready for the upcoming Cable and 
Wireless and Heineken Summer sevens series of Rugby that is set to 
commence on February 10th at the Heineken sevens as well as the 
impending Caribbean championships to be held in the Bahamas this 
November. 
 
Several of the Maples and Calder Academy players are expected to be key 
components of this team.  He will also be recruiting HSBC school program 
players to join in with the Maples and Calder community outreach programs 
that are due to be established in February 2007 throughout the Island as the 
Cayman Junior Rugby Development Fund strives to make the sport of Rugby 
available to youngsters island wide. 
 
The Union is also in negotiation talks with a former Canadian National 
Women's Team coach and highly skilled community and club coach to work in 
Cayman setting up the Maples and Calder Community Outreach Rugby 
Program as well as women's community programs, girls’ community 
programs and a National women's team. He will also work with the National 
men's team and U19 National team. 
 
Technical Director and National Coach Richard Adams explains why the 
sudden growth, “We have been working at this for some six years now. 
Funding is a critical area and today we are seeing more and more private 
entities coming forward to back the excellent work that we have been doing 
and continue to do.  We are also seeing increases in our grants as the 
programs prove themselves to be very popular to all of Cayman's residents 
and schools.  We have worked very hard to increase our revenues so that we 
may continue to develop at the junior levels and have a strong program for 
the foreseeable future. 
  
Venasio did an outstanding job for us last year in the HSBC schools 
programs, with the Maples and Calder sevens Academy and the Bmobile 
national sevens program, so when the opportunity came along to have him 
back for six months we jumped at the opportunity and I look forward to the 
great improvement he will make in all of these programs. 
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We have delivered the HSBC in-school coaching programs for five years now 
and last year we reached over two thousand five hundred different school 
children which was a fantastic achievement.  However you have to realize 
that with just one community program running in the South Sound community 
the vast majority of the children we are coaching in the schools do not get the 
opportunity to play in their communities.  Fortunately for us Maples and 
Calder immediately saw the need for local boys and girls to have such an 
opportunity and have stepped in with financial support to at least start this 
process.  We hope that our sports grant will be increased in 2007 and with 
this we will be able to recruit the personnel and equipment that we need to 
run this program effectively setting up community programs and National 
competitions across the island. 
 
We are talking with a highly qualified individual from Canada who has been 
delivering these programs for a long time and he is very interested in bringing 
that experience to Cayman.  He also has vast experience with the women's 
game and development and as such would be charged with the same here.  
 
We are looking forward to some excellent Rugby right here in Cayman this 
summer and seeing our teams on show in front of we hope large partisan 
spectators.  In May we have the Diamond Law Associates International series 
planned and are in talks with Cuba and a super league team from the states. 
 
In June we hope to host the Cayman Sevens at the South Sound Ground for 
the first time with ten world class teams.  In July we have been awarded the 
IRB U19 Regional World Cup Qualifiers and expect as many as ten 
international U19 teams to participate.  Lastly in August we have been 
awarded the Men and Women's Caribbean XV a side championships and 
expect as many as ten men's teams and as many as six women's teams to 
participate. We hope to have our very own Cayman women's team take part 
in this tournament. 
 
With all of this I hope that you can see why the development and funding of 
these programs is so important, I hope that by the end of 2007 you will be 
able to drive from Rum point to Papagallos and see Rugby being played in all 
of the communities.” 

 
3 Saint Vincent and The Grenadines 

At its Annual General Meeting on 20th January, these elections and re-
elections were made.  Congratulations to all, and best wishes for 2007. 
 
President    Jacqueline De Freitas 
Vice President    Phillip Alvis 
Secretary    Whitney Springer 
Treasurer    Malone Gardener 
Asst Secretary/Treasurer Anthony Joseph 
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PRO    Colin Ash 
Athletes Rep   Alexia Glasgow 
Coaches Rep   Phillip Alvis 
Club Captain   Lorson Lewis 
Committee Members  Carver Alexander 
     Cheno Baptiste 
     Seymour Brown 
     Recardo Dallaway 

 
4 A story from Barbados 

With thanks to Rugby World, see below a remarkable story from Barbados. 
 
 
 

 
Best wishes to all. 
 

 
Tom Jones 
Regional Development Manager 
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